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of their religion (Mahommedan), they invariably,
though gradually, acquire the superiority over the
native rulers of those countries in which they choose
to settle. In Boollain this was becoming very
app'arent; and as the Mandingo chiefs are all either
covertly or openly, supposed to be engaged in the
slave trade, and consequently opposed to the Eng-
lish Government, I was instructed particularly to
guard against, and to oppose their interest in the
election of the King. Dalinahoumedii, whom I
mentioned, above, is the principal Mandingo chief
in Boollam, and is by far the best informed man
that I had seen here. He is even well conversant
in European politics. He is a man of large pro-
perty, and has a town of his own, called Madina,
inhabited entirely by Mandingoes.

"For the ground-rent of this town and neighbour-
hood, he pays a nominal duty to the king of the
Boollams, as his superior, although, in fact, his
power and influence in the country is nearly equal
to the king's own. On the day of my arrival, he
sent me, ready cooked, in the European style, an
excellent dinner, of which I, of course, could not
do less than ask him to partake. Although a Ma-
hommedan, he drank wine freely, in compliment, as
he said, to me5 although I could perceive that he
enjoyed it exceedingly. He told me, in the course
of conversation (carried on principally through an
interpreter) that he had, at that time, no fewer
than 85 wives. His brother, who had died some